Emergency medicine in the Third World: two years as director of the Kingston, Jamaica, Public Hospital Casualty Department.
A US emergency physician worked for two years as director of a busy emergency department in a large public hospital in Kingston, Jamaica (West Indies). As expected, medical practice in the Third World required caring for patients with far less than he was accustomed to in the way of diagnostic and therapeutic resources. However, more than one lesson in clinical medicine was provided by local approaches to local problems. Despite resource limitations, innovations and improvements were effected, particularly in wound care. Although working in the Third World can be a rewarding experience, well-meaning health workers from advantaged countries should ensure that their efforts contribute to, rather than detract from, the ability of their hosts to independently provide medical care.